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"WEAINCE two or three Writers of Comedy 
M&A who are now living have taken cheir Fare- 
OBA) well of the Stage, thofe who fucceed them 
ig finding themfelves incapable of riling up to 
i Wit, Humour and good Senfe, have only imi- 
t andiel them in Come of thofe loofe unguarded Strokes, 
ia Toyhich they complied with the corrupt Talte of 
Bmore Vicious Part of their Audience, When 
ons of a low Genius attempt this kind of Wri- 
he poe, they know no Difference between being Merry 
dpi being Lewd, It is with an Eyeto fome of thefe 
Maierate Compofitions that 1 have written the 
ne peqplowing Difcourfe. 

dined, 

wel Were our Exglifo Stage but half fo virtuous as 
;tageaof the Greeks or Romans, we thould quickly 
the Influence of it in the Behaviour of all the 
ee liter Part of Mankind. {t would not be fafhio- 
le to ridicule Religion, or its Proteffors ; the 
mn of Pieafure would not be the compleat Gen- 
man; Vanity would be out of Counteuance, and 
ny Quality which isOrnamental to Human Na- 
Mer, wou'd meet with that Efteem which is dueto 


Hthe My Stage were under the fame Regu- 

Mins the Athenian was formerly, it would have 

nd Me fame Effect that had, in recommending the Re- 

won, the Government, and Publick Worthip of its 

lpeniiaiinntry. Were our Plays fubje& to proper Infpe- 

f epons and Limitations, we might not only pals a- 

| feveral of our vacant Hours in the higheft En- 

winments ; but fhould always rife from them 
"Wie: and better than we fat down to them. 


kis one of the moft unaccountable things in 
y “er Age, that the Lewdnefs of our Theatre 
Would be fo much complained of, fo well ex- 
Wied, and fo little redreffed. It is to be hoped, 
fome time or other we may be at leifure 
train the Licentioufncts of the Theatre, 


atid make it contribute its Affiftance to the Ad- 
vancement of Morality, and to the Reformation of 
the Age. As Matters ftand at prefent, Multitudes 
are fhut out from this noble Divertion, by reafon of 
thofe Abufes and Corruptions that accompany it. A 
Father is often affraid that his Daughter fhould be 
ruined by thofe Entertainments, which were invent- 
ed for the Accomplifhment and Refining of Human 
Nature. The athenian and Roman Plays were writ- 
ten with fuch a regard to Merality, that Socrates 


' ufed to frequent the one, and Cicero the other. 


It happened once indeed, that Cato dropped into 
the Roman Theatre, when the Floralia were to be 
teprefented; and asin that Performance, which: 
was a kind of Religious Ceremony, there were fe- 
veral indecent Parts to be ated, the People refufed 
to fee them whilft Cato was prefent. A/artial on 
this Hint made the following Epigram, which we 
muft fuppofe was applied to fome grave Friend of 
his, that had been accidentally prefent at fome fuck 
Entertainment. 


. Nofces jocofee dulce cum facrum Flore, 
Feftofque lujus, & licentiam vklgi, 
Cur sn Theatrum Cato fevere venifti? 
An Ideo tantum veneras, ut exires? 


Why doft thou come, great Cenfor of th 
Si fried Diechan of Hat 7 Ae 
With awful Countenance and Brow fevere, 

What in the Name of Goodnefs doft thou here? 

See the mixt Crowd! how Giddy, Lewd andVaine 
Didft thon come in but to &o ont again? 


An Accident ofthis Nature might happen once i 
an Age among the Greeks or Sates, “AA they ch 
too wife and good to let the conftant Nightly En. 
tertainment be of fuch a Nature, that People of the 
mott Senfe and Virtue could not be at it. What. 
ever Vices are reprefented upon the Stage, they 
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ought fo be fo marked and branded by the Poet, 
as not to appear either laudable or amiable in 
the Perfon who is tainted with them, But if 
we look into the Exglijh Comedies abovementi- 
oned, we would think they were formed upon a 
quite contrary Maxim, and that this Rule, tho’ it 
held good upon the Heathen Stage, was not to be 
regarded in Chriltian Theatres. There is another 
Rule likewife, which was obferved by Authors 
fF Antiquity, and which thefe Modern Genius’s 
have no regard to, and that was never to chufe 
an improper Subje& for Ridicule. Now a Sub- 
jeQ& is improper for Ridicule, if it is apt to ftir up 
Horrour and Commiferation rather than Laugh- 
ter. For this Reafon, we do not find any Co- 
medy in fo polite an Author as Terence, raifed 
upon the Violations of the Marriage Bed.. The 
Falthood of the Wife or Husband has given Occa- 
fion to noble Tragedies, but a ~— or a Lelias 
would have looked upon Inceft or Murder to have 
been as proper Subjeéts for Comedy. On thecon- 
trary, Cuckoldom is the Bafis of moft of our Mo- 
dern Plays. If an Alderman appears upon the Stage, 
you may befure it is in orderto be Cuckolded. An 
Husband thatis alittle = or elderly,generallymeets 
with the fame Fate. Knights and Baronets, Coun- 
try Squires, and Juftices of the Qusrum, comme up 
to’ Town for no other Purpofe. 1 have feen Poor 
Dogget Cuckolded in all thefe Capacities. In fhort, 
our Englifo Writers are as frequently fevere upon 
this Innocent unhappy Creature, commonly known 
by the Name of a Cuckold, as tie Ancient Comick 
Writers w-re upon dn eating Parafite, or a vain- 
glorious Soldier. 


At the fame time the Poet fo contrives his Mat- 
ters, that the two Criminals are the Favourites of 
the Audience. We fit ftill, and with well to them 
through the whole Play, are pleafed when they meet 
with proper Opportunities, and are out of humour 


when they are difappointed. The truth of it is, the 


accomplifhed Gentleman upon the Engli/h Stage, is 
the Perfonthat is familiar with other Mens Wives, 
and indifferent to his own; as the Fine Woman is 
generally a Compofition of Sprightlinefs and Fal- 
fhood. I do not know whether it proceeds from 
Barrennefs of Invention, Depravation of Manners, 
or Ignorance of Mankind; but I have often won- 
dered that our ordinary Poets cannot frame to them- 
{elves the Idea of a Fine Man that is not a Whore- 
matter, or of a Fine Woman that is not a Jilt. 


I have fometimes thought of compiling a Sy{tem of 
Ethics out of the Writings of thefe corrupt Poets, un- 
derthe Title of Stage Afvrality, But | havebeen di- 
verted from this Thought, by a Proje which has been 
executed by an Ingenious Gentleman of my Acquaint- 
ance,He has compofed, it feems,the Hi {tory of a young 
Fellow, who has taken all his Notions of the World 
from the Stage, and who has directed himfelf in 


-tifal Gardens ot Country-Seats, The whole enrieh’d with Varigg 





évery Circumftance of his Life, and Convertyiog. 
by the Maxims and Examples of the Fine Gentleman 
in Englijo Comedies. if I can prevail upon him 
to give me a Copy of this new-fathioned Novel’ | 
will beftow on it a Place in my Works, and quetion 


not but it may have as good an Effe& upon’ the 
Drama, 28 Dow Quixote had upon Romance, 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Not Aéted thefe Ten — 


By her Majefty’s Company of Comediang 


T the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this prefent 
Friday, being the ft of Auguft, : illbe Reviv’dg Comedy calls 

Toe Guardian, or the Cuter»! Colema'-ttreety Written by the iacemr; 
Abraham Cowley. Col!. J sily by Mr. Keen, Cu ter by Mr, Powe, 
Werm by Mr. Norris, Pury by Mr. Pack, Trueman by Mr, Booth, 
Lucia by Mrs. Bradfhaw, Aurelia by Mrs, Saunders, Barebtile py 
Mrs, Willis, Tab'tha by ifs Willis. With anew Preluoue proper 
to the Pliy, fpoken by Mr. Pack, . 


This Day is Publifhed, 
The Hiftory of the Proceedings of the Mandarins 


and Proatins of che Britomartian Empire at their aft Gensral Die, 
with theCharaSters of ihe chief Memvers, pots, A Juftitication of 
the Dutch from f-veral late Scandalous R: flviuns, in which isthows 
the abfolure Nec ffi y« f prefervinga fri and inviolable Frieng 
betwixt Great Britain and -heS:atesGen:r2); with che faral Confee 
quences that muft attend a War with Holland, pr.6d. Seldby J.Be 
ker in Pa er-noftersrow. 
The Retir’d Gard’ner, or, Dialogues betwee 
a Genileman and a Gard’ner: Containing the Meihods of i 
Ordering and Improving a Fruit and Kitchin-Garden, cogether wig Ii 
the Manner of Planting and Cultivating Flowers, Plants, Shrby 
and Uder-Shrubs, neoeff:ry for che Adorning of Gardens, &c, Ini: 
which is explain’d, cue Art of Making and Difpofing of Py 
terres, Arbuurs of Greens, Wood-Works, Arches, Coltmns, 
other Pieces and Compar:menis ufually found in che mof § 
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of Figures. bein, a Tranflaion frm the Siew Louis Liger, 
which i» added, a Defer.ptun and Plan of Count Tallard’s G 
at Nor‘inghan, The whole Revis'd, with feveral Alterations 
Add.tivns, which renior it proper for our Englith Culcure, 
George ,L ndon, and Herry Wife. Printed fur Jacor Tonk 
at Shakefpear’s Head over agantt Catherine-ftrcet in the Strand, 


aw Publifhed, the Second Edition of 
The Diftreft Mother, Tragedy. As it is ae 
atthe Thare Royal in Drury Lace, By her Majefty’s S-rvant 
Written by Mr, Phillips. Prioted for 8, Buckley ax the Diphia 
Little-Brirain, ‘and J. Tonfon at Sbakefpear’s Head over againftC 
therine ftreet in the Strand. 

Letters 2nd Negotiations of theCount D’ E 
Ambaffador from Lewis the Four:eenth to the States General of 
United Provinces of the Low Counui-s: From the Year 1663 
the Year 1569. Confifting chiefly sf Orginal Letters and Inti 
ons trom h. French King and his Minifters, co ee faid Coust 
with bis Aniwert, Wuhereia are feveral fecret Tranfactions 
che Courts of Englard aad France during thac time, Tranflacd 
Several Hands. 14 Three Volumes, Printed for D, Brown, J.T 
fon, A, and J: Churchil, J. Kaapton, R, Kaaplock, G. Strahan, : 
Sanger, and J. Z#emerton. 

The Works of Mr. Francis Beaumont and 
John Flescher, in 7 Volle, 8vo. aJorn’d with Cutcs, Plutarch’s Li 
in 5 Volls, tranflared by feverai hinds, Seneca’s Morals tranilaa 
Sir Roger I’ Ertrange. The Satyrs of Decimus Junius Juv 
&c, tranflaed into Englith Verfe by Mr. Dryden and feveral o 





Le ‘DON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britain 54 
iwi in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken Ing 
Litse, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beauford- Buildings’ | 


Sald by 4. Baldwin 
as alfo by Charles 
the Strand, 











eminent Hands, The orks of Mr. Congreve in § Volls,conf ey (0 I 
of his Plays and Poems, Poems on feveral Occafi as writcenby The Lc 
Prior, Parsdifeloit, a Poem, intra aay Mr. John Milton, l n. 
Chriftian Hero, writte: by Mr. Steele. N. B. The three lif say! Other 
printed with a near Elzever Letcer in {mall Pocker V:iumes: Ay 
Printed for Jacob Tonfon at Shakefpear’s head over-agulat Cuba (0 
fireet in the Strand. h & Man 
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